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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 , 3-4, 6, and 8-9 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement 
of reasons for allowance: In the previous Final Rejection, claim 5 was objected to as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim. Claim 5 has been rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

The claimed limitations of "first determination means for determining whether or 
not a first operation key is operated on the remote control device to designate a state of 
the first operation key as operated or not operated", "screen switching means for 
switching the display screen from a first display screen to a second display screen if the 
first determination means determines that the first operation key is operated, the screen 
switching means operating to display second display screen while the first operation key 
is operated", "second determination means for determining whether or not the second 
operation key is operated while the first operation key is operated", "wherein if the 
second determination means determines that the second operation key is operated 
substantially simultaneously with the operation of the first operation key, processing 
based on operation of the second operation key is received and displayed on the 
second display screen" and "the screen switching means switches the display screen 
from the second display screen back to the first display screen if the first determination 
means subsequently determines that the state of the first operation key changed from 
not operated to operated" are known in the art as evidenced, for example by the Beery 
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reference. Similarly, the limitation of "wherein said information is a series of video 
information based on a video signal, and the second display screen is a screen on 
which index images, for guiding scenes of said series of video information based on a 
video signal, are arranged in time series" is also known in the art as illustrated by Hatori 
et al. However, it is the Examiner's opinion that the art of record, however, is not 
necessarily conductive to an obvious design choice modification to incorporate the 
aforementioned limitations into a single embodiment as the applicant has disclosed. 
Subsequently, it would not have been necessarily obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the cited teaching. 

Consequently, claims 1 , 3-4, 6, and 8-9 are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JM 

June 15, 2005 



A/ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




